
Welcome to the Phonics Workshop 

 
Objectives of this session: 

 

• To find out about the early strategies used  when 
learning to read and write 

 

• To see some of the resources used to support the 
teaching of reading 

 

• To understand the process and how to help your 
child when leaning to read.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://thenextweb.com/media/2012/03/13/belgian-rightsholders-group-wants-to-charge-libraries-for-reading-books-to-kids/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=EXwgVLX_HsPY7AbmnYD4Cg&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNEH7G1RU4G6I-87yHA3st2aEFgurw
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.onegoodthingbyjillee.com/2014/03/tips-for-choosing-good-childrens-books-for-your-home-library.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=EXwgVLX_HsPY7AbmnYD4Cg&ved=0CDYQ9QEwEA&usg=AFQjCNGvpRM-6ay-TezVN4oXvPvoSTc32Q


Why phonics is so important 

 

 

 
 

The ability to read and write well is a vital skill for all 

children, paving the way for an  

enjoyable and successful school experience. 
 

Phonics helps children to develop good reading 

and spelling skills. 
 

 



Phonics at a glance 

Phonics is… 

Skills of 
segmentation and 

blending 

Knowledge of 
the alphabetic 

code. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://macaulay.cuny.edu/eportfolios/healey11/2011/10/02/easy-as-abc/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=zX4gVJfvHqS07Qbj9IG4DA&ved=0CCoQ9QEwCg&usg=AFQjCNG2cTlh0p78m-yPU2W7qlxBPZVfiQ


Some definitions  

 A phoneme 

 

  This is the 

smallest unit 

of sound in 

a word. 

How many phonemes  

can you hear in  the word  

cat? 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/db9/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/image/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.html&h=768&w=512&sz=108&hl=en&start=3&usg=__p3Vh2JsG9gwPWcGwFFekP0MxoDM=&tbnid=5Cea8Luq7vUqiM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=ear&gbv=2&hl=en


 A grapheme 
    These are the letters that  

represent the phoneme. 

 

Children need to practise recognising the 
grapheme and saying the phoneme that it 
represents. 
 

These could be 1 letter, 2 letters or more :  

        t      ai       igh 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/images/SpareParts/garage_tools/cartoon_eyes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/SpareParts/Parts_Results_Tools.asp&h=177&w=177&sz=6&hl=en&start=5&usg=__zZ893Sfg4s5n4QJ0Iss0CimOX08=&tbnid=PiHLF2Oc6Y1-JM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=cartoon+eyes&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=X


•A phoneme you hear 

 

•A grapheme you see 

A word always has the same number of 
phonemes and graphemes! 

Remember 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/images/SpareParts/garage_tools/cartoon_eyes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/SpareParts/Parts_Results_Tools.asp&h=177&w=177&sz=6&hl=en&start=5&usg=__zZ893Sfg4s5n4QJ0Iss0CimOX08=&tbnid=PiHLF2Oc6Y1-JM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=cartoon+eyes&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=X
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/db9/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/image/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.html&h=768&w=512&sz=108&hl=en&start=3&usg=__p3Vh2JsG9gwPWcGwFFekP0MxoDM=&tbnid=5Cea8Luq7vUqiM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=ear&gbv=2&hl=en


How to say the sounds 

 

• Saying the sounds correctly with your 

child is extremely important 

 

• We say the shortest  

   form of the sounds 
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.crystalspringspta.org/site/%3Fq%3Dcontent/family-reading-night-0&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=q4IgVP21BaKS7Abmo4HwCg&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNGsLZQVS6cUVTKX4isE2eMGIqH8gA


Tricky Words 

These are words that cannot 
be sounded out. 
      

 

   e.g. was, the, I 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/blue/1341-1345/sb1345.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=BIQgVK6VAueu7AaevYHQCQ&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNHBswN10LfkRqABWEsF-KqX3_dUkg


WHAT DOES A PHONICS LESSON 
LOOK LIKE? 

Revisit/review Flashcards to practice 
phonemes learnt so far. 

Teach  Teach new phoneme air 

Buried treasure  
Air,  zair, fair, hair, lair, pair, 
vair, sair, thair 

Apply  Read captions: 
The goat had a long beard. 
The quack was right in his ear. 



Phonic learning is fun! 

The children learn and practise their phonemes in lots of  

fun ways: 

• Sound talking and rhyming 
• Playing games – table games or interactive games on the 

computer 

• Using phoneme frames, “sound buttons” and whiteboards to 
spell words 

• Sorting phonemes 

• Making words with phonemes 

• Being phoneme “detectives” 

• Reading and writing sentences. Silly sentences are great fun! 

http://www.yellow-door.net/sites/default/files/YW1015 Active Phonics Kit.jpg


How you can help at home 

• Sing an alphabet song together 

• Play ‘I spy’ 

• Continue to play with magnetic letters, using some 

two-grapheme (letter) combinations, e.g. r-ai-n = 

rain blending for reading 

    rain = r-ai-n segmenting for spelling 

• Praise your child for trying out words 

• Look at tricky words  

• Look for phonic games 

• Play pairs with words and pictures 



Sharing books 

Strategies: 
 

• Picture clues 

• Predicting words from text/previous event 

• Repeated words/ phrases 

• Finding and recognising key words 

• Using phonics to sound out words that can 

    be sounded out 

• Pointing at words as they are being read 

 



Making Faces 



Making Faces 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=ear+clipart&um=1&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=Mf_JrxWcaFaEmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-4337.html&docid=Yk7JxEeN0tM_1M&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/3/0/3/8/1194986541442028018ear_-_body_part_nicu_buc_01.svg.hi.png&w=360&h=599&ei=AOZ9T8nKA-Gj0QWwo_CrDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=8&sig=117638893342511017181&page=1&tbnh=173&tbnw=104&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:18,s:0,i:65&tx=37&ty=70
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=ear+clipart&um=1&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=Mf_JrxWcaFaEmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-4337.html&docid=Yk7JxEeN0tM_1M&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/3/0/3/8/1194986541442028018ear_-_body_part_nicu_buc_01.svg.hi.png&w=360&h=599&ei=AOZ9T8nKA-Gj0QWwo_CrDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=8&sig=117638893342511017181&page=1&tbnh=173&tbnw=104&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:18,s:0,i:65&tx=37&ty=70
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+clipart&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=LGsPWBh5eYJDyM:&imgrefurl=http://lyricsdog.eu/s/phonics%20clip%20art&docid=E5ikorDbumG8gM&imgurl=http://www.abcteach.com/free/p/pairphonicsrgblabeled.jpg&w=1200&h=1200&ei=U-Z9T47OHOTS0QWPpdyVDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=386&vpy=346&dur=128&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=133&ty=143&sig=117638893342511017181&page=4&tbnh=146&tbnw=146&start=65&ndsp=24&ved=1t:429,r:13,s:65,i:260


•Every Year 1 child in the country will be 
taking the phonics screening check in the 
same week in June. 

•The aim of the check is to ensure that all 
children are able to read by the end of year 
two.   

 

 

•This ‘midpoint check’ will 
ensure that we have a clear 
understanding of what the 
children need to learn in year 2.  

  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+clipart&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=cLzIFZofyWDq1M:&imgrefurl=http://www.lancaster.k12.oh.us/olc/teacher.aspx?s%3D952&docid=7gsXkM4RLaIbKM&imgurl=http://www.lancaster.k12.oh.us/userfiles/book%2520clip%2520art.jpg&w=350&h=325&ei=U-Z9T47OHOTS0QWPpdyVDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=208&sig=117638893342511017181&page=1&tbnh=138&tbnw=149&start=0&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429,r:18,s:0,i:119&tx=92&ty=58


•The check is very similar to tasks the children already 
complete during phonics lessons.  

 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend 
the sounds together.eg d-o-g - dog 

 

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the 
children know and therefore the children will be asked 
to read made up ‘nonsense’  words. 

 

THIS IS NOT A READING TEST 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=nwlEY6_5A5p2CM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/illustration/1674/picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book&docid=ra3hgKiWkQ10tM&imgurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1674_picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book.jpg&w=345&h=350&ei=veh9T8HrLcSG8gP0z6CRDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=272&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=143&start=20&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:20,i:176&tx=56&ty=57




•The children will complete the check one at 
a time in a quiet area of the school.  

 

•Class teachers will conduct all of the 
screening checks with the children.  

 

 

 

 

•The screening will only take  

5-10mins with each child. 



•Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when reading or writing. Focusing 
particularly on spotting more unusual sound patterns. 

Eg 

Digraph- 2 letters making one sound 

cow  

Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound 

night 

Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant 
inbetween. Use to be  known as the magic e! 

spine   - i_e   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=0hAKGHfYaBLGwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.cartoon-clipart.com/cartoon_clipart_images/girl_or_child_reading_a_book_0515-1002-0104-0834.html&docid=d5HcqJynHTErrM&imgurl=http://www.cartoon-clipart.com/cartoon_clipart_images/girl_or_child_reading_a_book_0515-1002-0104-0834_SMU.jpg&w=300&h=300&ei=oux9T7_uK8zq8QOgq92kDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=471&vpy=173&dur=79&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=117&ty=102&sig=117638893342511017181&page=1&tbnh=145&tbnw=113&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:122
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=0hAKGHfYaBLGwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.cartoon-clipart.com/cartoon_clipart_images/girl_or_child_reading_a_book_0515-1002-0104-0834.html&docid=d5HcqJynHTErrM&imgurl=http://www.cartoon-clipart.com/cartoon_clipart_images/girl_or_child_reading_a_book_0515-1002-0104-0834_SMU.jpg&w=300&h=300&ei=oux9T7_uK8zq8QOgq92kDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=471&vpy=173&dur=79&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=117&ty=102&sig=117638893342511017181&page=1&tbnh=145&tbnw=113&start=0&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0,i:122


Phonics is not the only thing needed to become a 

fluent reader. 

Please continue to read with your child each night      

and encourage them to: 

•  Sound out 

• Re-read to check it makes sense 

• Use pictures for clues 

• Ask questions about the book 

        And most importantly ENJOY READING! 

 

Remember 


